Decrease in the carbamylcholine-induced chemotaxis of monocytes in myasthenia gravis.
The carbamylcholine-induced chemotaxis of monocytes was decreased in patients with myasthenia gravis, whereas no change was found in the C5a-induced locomotion of these cells compared with that of the normal controls. The decrease in the chemotaxis induced by carbamylcholine correlated with the severity of clinical symptoms. The beneficial effect of thymectomy was also reflected in the improvement of chemotaxis. The method is simple, not expensive and could be used in the diagnosis of myasthenia gravis.